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Overall comments 

This	is	a	promising	start	to	the	course.	You	have	engaged	well	with	the	subject	and	your	
work	demonstrates	a	clear	understanding	of	the	concepts	surrounding	contemporary	art	
that	are	presented	here.	Your	work	is	well	researched,	and	you	show	good	critical	
evaluation	of	the	ideas	raised	through	this	part	of	the	course.		
 
 
Assignment 1 Assessment potential 
  
You may want to get credit for your hard work and achievements with the OCA by formally 
submitting your work for assessment at the end of the module. More and more people are 
taking the idea of lifelong learning seriously by submitting their work for assessment but it is 
entirely up to you. We are just as keen to support you whether you study for pleasure or to 
gain qualifications. Please consider whether you want to put your work forward for 
assessment and let me know your decision when you submit Assignment 2. I can then give 
you feedback on how well your work meets the assessment requirements. 
  
  

Feedback on assignment 
  
This	is	a	well-presented	essay	which	demonstrates	thorough	research	and	a	strong	critical	
response	to	Deller’s	work.	You	have	clearly	demonstrated	how	this	work	can	be	interpreted	
to	still	have	relevance	today,	and	what	it	means	to	you	personally.	You	also	show	a	clear	
understanding	of	the	context	of	the	work,	the	different	elements	that	form	its	presentation	
and	have	engaged	with	the	work	of	critics.		



You	raise	a	number	of	valid	questions	in	your	essay;	it	would	be	useful	to	see	some	
references	to	the	key	text,	‘Place’	(see	p106-107)	to	support	your	ideas	and	give	additional	
strength	to	your	academic	arguments.		The	use	of	secondary	sources	is	an	important	aspect	
of	research;	demonstrating	familiarity	with	a	range	of	different	sources	is	vital	in	showing	
your	understanding	of	context	at	assessment.	By	using	these	sources	you	will	also	be	able	to	
build	critical	responses	to	the	opinions	and	ideas	of	other	writers	and	compare	and	contrast	
their	responses	with	your	own.	For	example,	what	arguments	do	Dean	and	Miller	make	in	
reference	to	these	questions?		How	do	these	relate	to	your	own	interpretations?	What	
about	the	art	critics?	Do	you	agree	with	them	or	not?		
	
It	is	also	interesting	to	see	the	views	expressed	in	your	final	paragraph.	Do	you	feel	Deller’s	
work	promotes	the	plight	of	the	rioters	or	gives	a	balanced	view	of	both	sides?	What	
viewpoint	is	he	demonstrating	in	the	re-enactment?	And	do	you	agree	with	it?	The	question	
of	viewpoint	is	an	important	one,	as	it	provides	one	person’s	interpretation	which	may	or	
may	not	be	a	balanced	view	of	actual	events.	(For	a	fascinating	programme	on	looking	at	
different	viewpoints	I’d	recommend	watching	John	Berger’s	Ways	of	Seeing		-	there	are	four	
episodes	on	youtube)	
	
Your	work	is	supported	by	a	good	reference	list,	but	be	cautious	of	presenting	Wikipedia	as	
a	resource	for	academic	writing,	since	you	cannot	vouch	for	the	credibility	of	the	writers.	
Remember	to	include	access	dates	for	websites,	and	use	in-text	citations	when	quoting	from	
other	work.	Please	also	provide	a	word	count,	as	this	is	helpful	at	assessment.		
 
 

Feedback on reflective commentary Demonstration of analysis, reflection and critical 
thinking in relation to relevant issues and enquiry 
Your	reflective	commentary	is	written	with	an	excellent	critical	awareness	and	a	good	deal	
of	thought;	you	demonstrate	an	open	minded	approach	which	has	resulted	in	an	already	
significant	step	forward	regarding	understanding	and	approaching	unfamiliar	work.	Your	
point	regarding	art	and	philosophy	is	a	good	one.	What	do	you	feel	the	audience’s	
relationship	to	the	‘artist	as	philosopher’	idea	is?		Do	the	viewers	also	become	thinkers	as	a	
result	of	the	questions	being	presented,	or	is	their	role	to	accept	the	viewpoint	being	
presented?	
	
You	make	good	points,	too,	about	how	an	understanding	of	the	contextual	background	of	
an	artwork	can	help	to	inform	our	response	to	it.		
	
You	demonstrate	an	excellent	approach	to	your	learning,	including	providing	yourself	with	
the	right	environment	to	explore	and	take	risks.	As	artists	we	are	continually	learning	and	
developing,	and	a	big	part	of	this	is	being	able	to	make	mistakes	and	learn	from	them,	as	
well	as	to	recognise	areas	for	further	exploration.	Your	reflective	commentary	clearly	
demonstrates	that	you	have	got	a	lot	from	the	course	already,	and	that	you	have	a	positive	



approach	to	your	learning	journey.		You	have	a	productive	self	awareness,	as	well	as	the	
ability	to	be	critical	in	positive	ways	that	will	enable	your	work	to	develop.	
 

Learning Logs/blogs Demonstration of research skills and reflective learning 

Your	learning	log	demonstrates	a	good	engagement	with	the	ideas	presented	in	his	part	of	
the	course,	and	shows	the	development	of	some	strong	independent	and	critical	responses.	
It	was	good	to	see	your	drawings	of	the	works	by	Courbet	and	Gillig;	often	you	can	learn	an	
enormous	amount	from	making	copies	and	exploring	the	works	from	the	inside.		
	
Your	work	is	well	presented,	and	you	express	both	your	emotional	and	intellectual	
responses	very	clearly.	Your	writing	style	is	appealing,	often	poetic,	making	your	learning	log	
into	a	collection	of	writings	that	has	a	strong	presence	of	its	own.		
	
I	particularly	enjoyed	reading	your	reflective	comments,	and	your	honesty	in	the	struggle	
that	you	(and	many	other	artists)	face	between	valuing	your	work	and	striving	for	
perfection.	For	me,	the	solution	has	always	been	to	accept	that	although	there	is	always	
more	to	learn,	every	piece	of	work	is	evidence	of	a	step	in	the	journey.		
 

Pointers for the next assignment 
 
	

● Reflect	on	this	feedback	in	your	learning	log.	
● Look into the use of in-text citations using the Harvard system 
● Continue to use a wide range of primary and secondary sources in your research 
● Continue to think about the themes of time and place as you work through the next 

part of the course, especially when choosing your text for the assignment. 
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