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Overall comments 

For this assignment, you were asked to investigate a textile and to critically examine its 
formation, placement, use and other properties, presenting your work as a 1000 word 
essay which includes images. You are also asked to produce a 500 word reflective 
commentary. 
 
You have chosen a fascinating exhibition to explore in this assignment, which makes 
strong links between textiles and tradition, and uses art to make people question 
historical ‘fact’.  I particularly applaud your use of primary sources, both in contacting the 
artist herself, and also a historian to help give you relevant contextual information. This a 
helpful approach to research, as it enables you to ask direct questions, as well as to make 
contact with a wider network.  
 

Feedback on assignment 
  
This is in interesting choice of work which demonstrates well how textiles can be used in 
art, and how they can be used to create a link with history and tradition, as well as to make 
a political point.  
 
You make some strong points in this essay, and your work is well researched. It is also clear 
that you feel a personal connection to this exhibition, although I feel a more succinct 
academic style and structure would help you to go into more depth and to present the 
ideas more clearly within the given word count.  While your essay is well written, it has a 
journalistic feel, and though you provide a lot of description and historical context, I would 
like to see a more- in-depth exploration of your own reactions to the work, as well as a 
more critical evaluation of the ideas contained within it. While I understand the need to 



provide historical context, this can perhaps be framed in a way that is easier to digest, 
using references (where available; I understand this can be problematic!) to make the 
more general points and use the essay to comment more specifically on the artist’s 
interpretation of events and the direct links with her work. 
 
I’ve copied your essay into a new file and annotated it, which I hope you will find useful. I 
feel there needs to be a more detailed description of the work itself – for example, was it 
created specifically for this exhibition? What was your experience of seeing it in the space?  
 
You have used some helpful sources, but these must be referenced appropriately within 
the Harvard style, using in-text citations rather than symbols and footnotes to link to 
references. Also check for spellings/grammar (particularly making sure that you’re using 
English spellings rather than American!) 
 
While my notes on your essay may seem extensive, don’t be discouraged; the aim here is 
to demonstrate how your ideas can be presented in a more academic way. I’d suggest a 
broad structure of: 
 

1. Introduction – who the artist is, what she does and where her work was seen. Why 
are you choosing this work? 

2. Your experience of the artwork and how it was situated in the space. Consider 
scale, distance, physical properties of the work, colour/pattern/shape and how this 
influences the experience of seeing it (in this part you can include descriptions of 
the works) 

3. Link to themes of time and place 
4. Your personal response. What do you think she was trying to say, and how well do 

you feel the message was communicated? 
 
 
Regarding the historical context, you have some excellent and very useful information 
from your interviews. Make it clear in the essays that these came from email interviews 
(and reference them as such), and then you can quote from them directly, as well as 
summing up some of the points. If you can show where your information came from, you 
can get credit for your research. Perhaps it is also worth making the point that reviews of 
the exhibition don’t exist; could this also have some significance regarding her political 
message and how it is interpreted by the authorities? 
 
 
 
 
 



Feedback on reflective commentary Demonstration of analysis, reflection and critical 
thinking in relation to relevant issues and enquiry 
 
It is clear from your work in this part of the course that you have a passion for the subject, 
which you are able to communicate well. You approach your work with creativity, both in 
your personal projects and also in your responses to the coursework (for example, finding 
alternatives when the suggested articles are not easily available etc.) I was very interested 
to read of your choice to change pathways and to study painting next; this is an excellent 
response to your learning during the course, as it has helped you to broaden your 
interests and range of knowledge further, as well as helping you to see how your studies 
can support your creative outputs. Art forms are so often influenced by, and connected to 
each other, and it is great to see you developing your own connections in your personal 
work, which I’m sure will be enhanced further as you work through your degree. 
 
 
 

Learning Logs/blogs Demonstration of research skills and reflective learning 
  
Your blog contains some good research, and some well considered ideas. I was pleased to 
read about Ali Mapletoft’s work, and how inspiring you found it; although you couldn’t 
access the original article for the research point you found a good example of work to 
explore in some depth. 
 
Congratulations on your wedding! It was wonderful to read about the creative outputs 
that became part of your celebrations, and to see how your learning on the course so far 
has inspired and influenced you. The idea of handpainting the dresses gave a lovely 
personal touch, as well as giving you an opportunity to express yourself creatively. The 
importance of sustainability is also admirable – especially since the majority of weddings 
in the UK and America (and presumably elsewhere too) have become enormously 
expensive and decadent, often as a result of a combination of marketing and social 
pressure. It was great to see all of the work you did; I have no doubt it contributed to a 
much more personal, and meaningful experience. 
 
The link between textiles and tradition is well described in your blog, and documented 
with some helpful photographic evidence in your account of your visit to Bagru. Your 
research on sustainability, and your adventures with the locally-sourced organic cotton 
demonstrate some strong ethical principles which I feel are increasingly important for 
small businesses in the modern world. 
 
Your reflection on the feedback from Assignment 4 shows that you are responding well to 
what you’re learning. I’ve attached a guide to Harvard referencing (it’s also on the OCA 
student website but not always easy to find) which may be helpful. 
 



 
 
 
 
 

Summary of progress 
 
Congratulations on completing the course! It has been good to see your work and ideas 
developing throughout this learning journey, and I wish you well for your continued 
studies. 
 
As you prepare for assessment, check the guidelines carefully and make sure you submit 
all of the relevant material. Send your best four redrafted course assignments together 
with the original (tutor-annotated where appropriate) versions, as well as your learning 
logs and tutor reports. If you have any questions as you prepare your work for assessment, 
please don’t hesitate to get in touch. 
 
 
● Reflect on this feedback in your learning log. 
● Check your work against the assessment criteria for the course 

 
 
 

Strengths Areas for development 

Enthuisasm	for	the	subject	is	evident	
and	well	communicated	

Academic	writing	would	benefit	from	some	tweaking	to	
enable	your	ideas	to	come	across	more	clearly	

Research	is	thorough	and	includes	
some	well	chosen	primary	sources	

Continue	to	develop	your	reflective	and	critical	writing	
as	a	way	of	linking	your	research	to	your	own	creative	
practice.	

Reflective	work	demonstrates	
evidence	of	learning		

Proof	read	your	work	carefully	before	submission	for	
assessment	to	get	rid	of	minor	errors	
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